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Product Research:  
Using the Internet find and research a product that incorporates silver nanoparticles.  A 
good place to start is the website from The Project on Emerging Nanotechnologies,  
http://www.nanotechproject.org/inventories/consumer/. 
Gather information about a product of your choice. You need to identify claims made by 
the manufacturer or by consumers about this product, identify the manufacturer’s 
evidence for these claims and their reasoning for the use of silver nanoparticles in the 
product. 
Evaluate the scientific explanation that the manufacturer provides supporting their 
product. Does the manufacturer clearly state their claim? Pay attention to how the 
evidence supports the claim. Does the manufacturer provide valid scientific reasoning to 
link the claim and evidence. Critique the scientific explanation. 
 

Presentation: 
You will give an oral presentation that includes the following 3 points: 

 Description of product including a picture of the product 

 Describe the manufacturer’s scientific explanation by including: 

 Their claim 

 The supporting evidence of the claim 

 The reasoning that links the claim and evidence 

 Evaluate the manufacturer’s scientific explanation  

 

Good scientific explanations include three key components; a claim, the evidence to 
support the claim, and the reasoning linking the claim to the evidence. The claim is a 
conclusion in response to a question or hypothesis. The evidence is the data used in 
support of your claim. The reasoning is the explicit scientific connections that tie the 
claim to the evidence. This connection requires a written or spoken justification 
describing the link. 

http://www.nanotechproject.org/inventories/consumer/


 

 

 
2 

Grading Rubric for Presentation: 
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Description Detailed, Picture 
included 

Sketchy None given 

Claims Identified 
manufacturer’s 
claim(s) 

Insufficient 
research to 
complete task 

None provided 

Evidence Explained the 
evidence given to 
support claim or 
stated that none was 
provided 

Insufficient 
research to 
complete task 

No mention of 
evidence 

Reasoning 
(evidence is 
linked to claims) 

Identified 
manufacturer’s 
reasoning for claims 
or stated that none 
was provided 

Insufficient 
research to 
complete task 

No reasoning 
mentioned 

Evaluation of 
manufacturer’s 
claim 

Evaluation shows 
whether or not claim 
is clearly justified by 
evidence  

Incomplete 
evaluation 

No evaluation  

Style Easy to hear and 
understand. Used 
written material 
infrequently or not at 
all 

Heard to hear and 
understand or 
used written 
material 
frequently 

Never looked at 
class. Simply 
read from written 
material 

 
 


