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Samsung SilverCare
TM

 Washing Machine Evaluation 
 

Samsung makes a line of washers using their new SilverCare technology with incorporates silver 

into the wash water. Samsung claims that in tests, the silver kills 99.9% of the odor causing 

bacteria found in the wash. Samsung claims this means that – even using cold water for a 

reported energy savings of up to 92% – this is the only method to sanitize clothes without the 

“wear and tear caused by hot water and bleach.” In addition, Samsung claims that the method is 

hypoallergenic, meaning it is safe for people susceptible to allergies.  Samsung says that the 

silver is supplied by a silver pellet that will should last 10 years or 3,000 cycles before needing 

replacement at a cost of $50 to $75. No evidence could be found from Samsung to support their 

claims of number of bacteria killed, energy savings, or this method causing less wear and tear on 

the fabrics. 

 

Evidence was found, however, from an outside organization to back up some of Samsung’s 

claims. In independent tests conducted by Consumer Reports, the results suggest that the 

SilverCare washers do in fact slow the growth of odor causing bacteria. Two t-shirts were first 

laundered in a traditional washing machine and in a Samsung SilverCare machine. They were 

then cut in half, with each half sown together so half the shirt was laundered with the SilverCare 

and half was not. The shirts were then worn by athletes as they engaged in a strenuous workout. 

The shirts were then again divided and placed into a bag for one day. On the next day, a panel 

did smell tests not knowing how each half of the shirt was laundered. The panel judged the 

SilverCare laundered shirts as fresher smelling and less offensive. Since bacteria is often the 

cause of offensive orders, the lack of an offensive odor indicated the effectiveness of the 

SilverCare washing machine in inhibiting bacterial growth.  

 


